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E.O' 1 1652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: UK TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO SYRIA 

1. OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT MINISTRY INFORMED EMBASSY 
FEBRUARY 12 THAT HMG HAS FINALLY DECIDED TO REVIVE 
ITS TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM TO SYRIA. REVIEW OF 
SYRIAN PROGRAM HAS BEEN GOING ON FOR OVER A YEAR WITH 
SYRIA'S ROLE AS ONE OF PRINCIPAL CONFRONTATION STATES 
THE PRIMARY STUMBLING BLOCK. 

2. HEAD OF ODM'S DEVELOPMENT DIVISION IN BEIRUT 
RECOMMENDED LAST YEAR THAT ON PURELY DEVELOPMENTAL 
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COMMISSION IN DAMASCUS, REINFORCED OVER THE PAST FEW 
MONTHS BY THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT, HAS BEEN STRONGLY 
URGING RESUMPTION ON MORE POLITICAL AND COMMERCIAL 
GROUNDS. 

3. PROGRAM WILL BE DEVOTED TO TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
AND INCLUDE ADVANCED TRAINING IN UK FOR ABOUT SIX 
STUDENTS A YEAR. ANNUAL CEILING OF 100,000 POUNDS 
PLACED ON PROGRAM. ALTHOUGH ODM RECOGNIZES THAT IT 
MAY BE SEVERAL YEARS BEFORE THE PROGRAM REACHES THIS 
LEVEL. ODM NOW AWAITING PROLECT SUGGESTIONS FROM 
SYRIAN GOVERNMENT. CURRENT INTENTION IS TO PLACE 
EMPHASIS ON PROIECTS IN AGRICULTURE AND EDUCATION. 
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